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Parliament did not think fit to paſs a Fur-bill the 
laft Seſſi ons, publiſted it abuut Febiuaiy 1723. c- 
ceiving, if the Nobility an d Gentry would Leanily cen in 
the Methods laid down; by that ncans (ard ihe gecd Laus 
in force) the End of a Poor-Bill might in great mecſme le an- 
# fwered, and at ſmall Expence. ibs 
Since which the Pariſhes in Dublin have Badged meſt- of 
their Poor; and it is reported, their Houſe off Correction will 
be removed and joined to the Poor- Houſe, and both put under 
ſuch new Regulations as will ſoon anſwer the Methods propoſed z 
eſpecially,zf the Pariſhes will but compleat the Badging all Me 
Poor they own to belong to their reſpedtive Pariſhes, and who 
ba ve reſided therein a ſufficient Time, obliging the late Comers 
o retire whence they came. © x et 
Dis being effeftually done, and a Reſolution taken 10 maks 
' I frequent Reviews of all ſo Badged, there is no manner of doubt 
¶ but ſuch Badged- Pocr will find a ſufficient Support from the 
Ams of the Inhabitants of this opulent City, and from the Mem- 
bers of others who daily reſort there, when there are none others 
but ſuch Badged-Poor for them 10 give Alms to. 


T E Author of the following Propoſal, obſerving our 


* 


At preſent, many of the Pariſh-Pour being Unbddged, the 
range Beggars are on an cqual foot with them, and the Beadles 
e not able to diſtinguiſh who are, or are not to be allowed Pa- 

Misb-Poor Therefore the ſpeedy compleat Badging is the more 

vecelſary; which once finiſhed, the Vagabonds and ſtrange Beg- 
ars will find themſelves obliged to retire, or be committed to the 

ral of Correction, where proper Mort will be prepared for 

bem. + 

The Vagabond- Youths of both Sexes (now wandering about 


the Streets) will alſo be taken up, and ſet to Wort proper for 
A 1 them 
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them; this being deſigned by the new Regulation, as is reported. 
Beſides, thereby room Twill be made in the Poor- Houſe for the 
taking in of more of the Orphan- Poor Children from the Pa- 
riſhes. AO 

It is ou other Cities and Towns, as alſi many Contry 
Pariſhes, have begun to Badge their Poor; but yl it be done k 


efettually, and frequent Reviews taken, Vagabonds and Chats 
will find means to buy or hire Badges, or get Coumterfeits.: And 


it is to be ſuſpected the Badeed- Poor will ſhelter and connive | 
with ſtrange Beggars if not put ander ſome Penalty when diſco- 
wered, Sy FA, Br 
It is computed, that above a quarter part of all ſuch as now 
go under the denomination of Beggars throughout the Kingdom, 
are Strolling-V agabonds and Cheats in diſguiſe, and able to find 
a Living another way, if compelled to it. | 


If the effectual Badging and frequent Reviewing all real Pa- 
vie- Poor, will be a means to diſcover all ſuch Cheats, &c. and 
_ cauſe them towaniſh; by which the Pariſh- Poor can be much 
cafier ſupported by the Inhabitants. | an, 


Certainly this alone will be ſufficient to recompence the Trouble 
and Expence, when the Parliament ſhall find ſuch a Progreſs 
made, by the eſfectual Badging, that the real Poor of every Pa- 
riſh may be known, and are likely io be ſupported by Alms, and 
ſame Labour, by the charitable Diſpoſition of the Inhabitants, 
and the Country much eaſed of the Strolling-Vagabonds and 
Cheats. | : | ; 
It is not to be doubted but they will think fit to give a helping 
Hand to the Work, by directing proper Methods for the finiſhing © 
Hork- Houſes aud Houſes of Correction with all ſpeed, and til 
ſupplying them with Neceſſaries and Stock for ſetting to work ai 
thoſe Vagabonds, and others rejected by the Pariſhes ; alſo ſui; 
Youth as their Parents are not able to maintain, nor the Gent!) * 
tor Farmers willing to take as Apprentices. 8 2 
M hich Aſſiſtance, if the Pa RI I AM EN hall think fit 1% 
grant, it will (by the Bleſſing of & O D) effectually anſwer 1 
End of the annexed Propoſal ; and thereby (in great meaſurt 
free the Kingdom of a Grievance, which otherwiſe will inſenfb\ 
increaſe upon us. 
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Propoſed for 


Regulating the Poor, &c. 


HOPE every Body will agree in this, 
that it is high time that the Poor ſhould 
be taken into our Conſideration, and that 
we ought in Charity to them, as well as 
in Kindneſs to our ſelves, ſet about that 
Work now, which if delay'd, may bring 
us under a Neceflity of doing it at a far 
greater Expence and Trouble. | 
As it did our Neighbours in England; who by neglect- 
ing to make timely Regulations and Proviſions, had their 
Poor fo inſenſibly increaſed, as laid them under an abſolute 
Neceſſity (tho! at a vaſt Expence) to endeavour to put a 
ſtop to the Grievance ; and {till we find his Majeſty is re- 
commending the Cale of the Poor, to the Conſideration 
of Parliament, as a Matter of no {mall Concernment. 
Nothing is more caſy and common than complaining 
and finding fault; yet nothing is more difficult, than to 
prevail upon one of theſe Gentlemen, to lay down Me- 
thods for Redreſs, and to pur their helping Hand to'the 
Work, tho! it is in their power, every Gentleman is for 
ſhifting Trouble from his own Door; but I conceive no 
Man is too great for this Work. 


A 3 It 


[6] 

It is very uſual to hear People ery out, why are not 
the Beggars taken up and ſent ro Work-Houſes, c. lit- 
tle conſidering how few of ſuch Beggars are able to do 
any Work; and ſuch as are, what ſorry Work they are 


capable of, and how that proper Places muſt be firſt pro- 
vided for their Reception and Support, until they can 


earn their Bread, with a Stock for Employment, and a 
Maſter to Inſtruct. LEN 


That this Preparation muſt firſt be made before the Por 


can be taken up to ſubſiſt, and be ſet to work. 3 


What I therefore propole is this; That ſuch as are in- 


capable, ſhall be ſupported in, and by their reſpective Pa- 
riſnes, as I ſuppoſe the Blind, Lame, and ſuch as labour 


under viſible Maladies, Women loaden with ſmall Chil- 


dren belonging to the Pariſhes. 

And the Method I propoſe for ſupporting theſe is, that 
ſuch incapable Poor, be forthwith badged in every Pariſh 
throughout the Kingdom, (where it is not already done) 
and only ſuch as have reſided 18 Months in the Pariſhes, 
ſome Objects (rho? not exactly fo qualified, excepted) left 
to the Diſcretion of the Miniſter and Churchwardens to 
badge, or not, as they know the Parith can admit it. The 
poor Women, tho' they have Children, are many of them 
capable of ſpinning or ſome other Work, provided one 
of the Children be able to tend the reſt. Theſe ſort of 
Women ought to have ſome Diſtinction on their Badge 
whereby to be known, to induce the Neighbours to aſſiſt 
ſuch poor Women with Work, and Support, until pub- 
lick Work be provided. 

And the {mall Children of ſuch Women, to have ſome 
Relief from the Miniſter and Churchwardens, out of the 
Offerings and Collections in Church, and Proviſion made 
by the Pariſhes for infant Poor. z 

And in order to the regular badging of ſuch Pariſh-Poor, 
I propoſe the following Method to be obſerved. 

That a Veſtry be called ro meet and agree upon a need- 
ful Number of Badges to be prepared, and a Day fixed to 
have them ready, and put upon ſuch of their Pariſh-Poor, 


as ſhall be found Objects qualified: That the Miniſter 


give 
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give publick notice, in Church the next Lord's- day, of 


e not | the d: 
- fir. the time agreed upon, to examine into the Conditions of 
o do all ſuch Poor as reſide in the Pariſh on that day. Requi- 
y are ring all then to appear in the Churchyard, in order to re- 
pro- ceive Badges if they have been reſident in the Pariſh 18 
„can Months, and are diſabled from working. And that all 
ind a © other ſtrange Beggars may take notice, and depart to their 
former Places 2 Abode; for that they are not to expect 

poor any ſupport there, and in caſe they are not minded to take 
that Warning, ſuch as ſhall be found after that day, will 
ein- be liable to be treated as ſturdy Beggars, Vagabonds, and 


pa- © Strollers; or to this Effect. 

The Badges for Cities and Towns, to be of ſome Mettle. 
Thill. Thoſe for the Country-Pariſhes of Cloth, either blue, red, 
green, or ſome other Colour. The Shapes ro be of the 
2 firſt Letter of the Name of the Pariſh, and large, to be 


Ju fixed upon the right Arm of their Cloathes, a Charge to 
one) be given ſuch badg'd Poor, not to exceed the Limits of 


hes, the Pariſh, on Penalty, if they ſhall be found begging. 
left thereout, to have their Badge taken from them. 

Where a Pariſh is ſmall, and has many Poor in it, and 
The the adjoining large, and has but a few in compariſon; as 
it may be the Cate where it ſo happens, it ought to be al- 


h 4 , 

aver low'd by conſent, the Poor of each may have Liberty to 
> of | beg in both Pariſhes, and have the two Letters for each 
doe Badge; this Method will ſoon make the Pariſh-Poor fo 


it well known, that for their own ſakes they will diſcover if 
ub- any Counterfeits come among them. 

The Miniſters will no doubt take this occaſion to ap- 
prize their Congregations, of the Duty incumbent upon 
them, to provide in the firſt place, for their own poor 
Neighbours; they being in that Senſe a Part of their Fa- 
2 milies, which they are bound to provide for, and that Cha- 
rity ought to begin at home. 
> This isall a Work within our own Power, and in all 
cd. Probability, will afford Support for our diſabled Poor. 

Why then ſhou'd the Experiment meet with delay, eſpe- 
7 cially fince ir is but a little Trouble, and ſinall Expence 
ſter Which attends it. | | 
ive | a a4 if 
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If the Nobility, Gentry, and others, which they travel, 
or come to reſide in Dublin, or other places for ſome time, 
will but take a Reſolution to give Alms, only to ſuch as 
are the badged Poor of the Places where they lodge of re- 
fide. This will be an additional Help to the ſüßpôrt of 
ſuch Poor. 5 | FX | 

It is likely there are among the aged Poor, ſothe Men 
who are yet able to handle a Shovel z theſe may be fixed 
in little Huts, on the ſides of the bꝭg Roads, and at pro- 
per Diſtances, but near to ſuch places as the Roads are 


generally made had, by the frequent Stoppage of the Wa- 


ter, for want of proper Paſſages being kept open to let it 
paſs into Ditches, and thence throw the Banks into the 
declining Grounds. Theſe poor Men ought to have Sho- 
vels given them that they may employ themſelves as far as 
they are able in this Work, by which they will merit the 
Alms of Paſſengers, and well deſerve both a Shovel, and 
ſome Support from the Occupice of the Land, joining 
ſuch Dirches, whom the Law requires to have that Work 
conſtantly done, but frequent Rains cloſing thoſe Paſſages, 
and the Fear or Negligence of the Overſeers, to require 
the Law to be obſerved, has occaſioned an Expence to 
the Countries of making Pavements, which might have 
ERECT | 
If theſe, poor Men do this Work, the Occupiers of the 
Land refuſing them a Shovel and a ſmall Reward, the 
next Juſtice of the Peace may oblige the Overſeers to cauſe 
thoſe Perſons to do the Work conſtantly, or employ others. 
This Article, if put in practice through the Kingdom, 
may prove a Support to Numbers of aged Poor. And I 
doubt not, but N and ſome other eaſy kind of 
Work, may employ aged poor Women, and ſome Chil- 
dren; and be a Help to their Support. 3 
By the foregoing Methods (if put in execution) we may 
reaſonably conclude, the incapable Pariſh-Poor will be ſup- 
ported, without any further or other Charge, than the 
charitable Aſſiſlance of the Inhabitants of their reſpective 
Pariſhes, and means aforeſaid, beſides the good Effect of 
ach a Regulation, it will have the following Conſe- 
TORT | bg „„ quence. 
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vel,, I queneècs It will oblige all ſtrolling and wandering Bb = 


me, gars, to Haſten to their Homes in Expectation of being 
as badged there, if qualified, or find a way to ſubſiſt; the 
re- 2 Cheits and Vagabònds in diſguiſe, will think it high time 
of to alter their Courſe, to prevent being ſent ro Houſes of 

Correction; ſtrolling Women loaden with Children, ſome; 


en hir'd to beg with; ſbme their own, moſt of which have 


xed either Husbands, or Fellows, to whom they reſort to; but 
5r6- theſe are ſculking, idle, drunken Fellows, fuch Women 
are muſt quit their way of living, when they find the badged 
Va- (Poor only regarded. | 
t it So that it is very probable (I ſay) that ar leaſt a quarter 
the Part of thoſe who now appear in the Shape of Beggars 
ho- will fobn vaniſh, after the general badging takes effect. 


ras And eſpecially if a Reſoſution be taken to give Alms 
the to none otheis in the Streets and Roads. 
and Notwithſtanding the moſt notorious of the Cheats, Va- 


ing gabonds, Cc. will diſappear: Yer there will remain Num- 

ork bers, who have neither Places of Abode, or Friends to re- 

ges, tire to, and that could not be taken into the Number of 

aire the Parifth-Poor, and badged where they were examined 

to and refide, and ſome of theſe probably are blind, lame, and 

ave diſtemper'd, yet moſt of them capable of doing ſome 
Work were they confined to it. 


the The Vouth of both Sexes will alſo remain at large; 
the ſuch as their Parents are not able to maintain, and ſuch as 
auſe quitted their Parents, rather than be kept to Labour; 
ers. there are numbers of theſe ſtraggling about, running into 
om, evil Courſes, ſculking about Gentlemens Stables and 


Houſes; and are privately ſupported by Servants, and ſome 


ing from their Maſters and Miſtreſſes; others pretend to 
ive by ſelling News-Papers, blacking of Shoes, and run- 
may ning often on pimping Errands from Taverns ; tho” theſe 
ſup- kinds make a ſorry Shift to get Bread; yet they are noto- 
the tiouſly wicked, and ought to be confined to Work-houſes. 
tive But until ſuch Houſes are prepared and furniſh'd (as hath 
t of been obſerv'd) there is no taking up of theſe kinds, but 
ne- of Cotirfe, they muſt as yet be left to ſhift, 

n "4 | We 


by Servants to whom they are related, and this by fteal- 


[10] 
We have had it long in our Power by good Laws in 
being, to have prevented the Increaſe of this kind of evil 
Youths, and been Gainers by it. F 
One would think that by the forgetfulneſs or back ward- 
neſs ſhewn in putting many good Laws in effectual Execu- 
tion, we were not in earneſt when we preſs'd to have them. 
There is an Act in being, obliging Husbandmen and La- 
bourers to breed up their Children in their own way of Huſ- 
bandry : The Deſign no doubt was to have an Increaſe and 
Succeſſion of ſuch Hands ro do the Buſineſs of the Neigh- 
bourhood, that they might not be obliged to ſeek for them 
elſew here, as well as to find an honeſt way. of Livelihood 
for ſuch Youth. 
Had the Gentlemen who had the Power of this Act, 


ding their own helping Hands to find ſuch Children ſome- 
thing to do, ſuited to their Age, if only to earn a bit of 
Bread and a little Milk towards their Support, till more 


not able to give them: This Aſſiſtance had prevented 
numbers of Vouth from wandering, and been a Check to 
the Pride of too many poor Parents in ſending their Sons 
to Trades in Cities and Towns, inſtead of their being kept 
at home, and made uſeful Servants and Husbandmen in their 


than Maſters to take them; and more put Apprentices, 
than know how to ſet up ox get Bread when out of their 
Times for want of Stock; and alſo for want of Trade 
ſufficient for ſo many as do ſet up, Numbers of theſe kind 
of Apprentices have therefore fallen into evil Courſes, and 
poor Parents. 


Perſons to take ſuch Vouth, as Parents are not able to main- 


with a Penalty on ſuch as run away, e. 


to ſuch Youth, train them up to become honeſt - 
| ul 


obliged their Tenants and Neighbours to obſerve it; ad- 


able to work, and which perhaps their poor Parents were 


Country: There are more Youth about Cities and Towns 


many to untimely Euds and often brought Poverty on their [ 


There is a late excellent Act, which gives a Liberty to 


tain to ſerve them as Apprentices until they come to 24 1 
Years of Age, and preſcribes a Method for their being bound, 


The Intention of this Act was to afford preſent r 
uſe- | 


adyanced upon us. 


[ x1 ] 
ful Servants, (very much wanted) as well as to prevent ſuch 
falling into evil Courſes: And by giving the Maſters ſo long 
time to retain them; the Act no doubt intended thereby 
thar they ſhould be encouraged to uſe them well, and by their 
Service be fully re-imburſed all the Charge of their keeping, 
it being very probable they would (when grown up and we 


* inſtructed) earn much more than it came to. 


There is good reaſon to believe, that ſome of theſe likely 


1 Youths of both Sexes, ſo taken and well uſed, may become a 


greater Comfort to ſome Families than their own Children. 
Beſides this is to be conſider'd as an Act of Charity, and as 


2 Branch of a Poor-Bill for the Support of ſome of this Claſs 
of Beggars, or prevent their becoming ſo, and it is in our 


Power to put it in ſome Meaſure in Execution. 

I hope both Nobility and Gentry, Farmers and Traders, 
both in the Country-Cities and Towns, will be induced to 
caſt their Eyes round their Neighbourhoods, and take 


ſome of theſe helpleſs Yourh into their Services and Prote- 
2 ion; if none offer near hand, then to look further for the 
} moſt likely for their purpoſe, that by this Means the preſent 


number of this Claſs of Poor may be leſſened, and the fewer 
left in a ſtraggling Condition until the W ork-houſes ſhall 
be ready; where all ſuch as can then be found, may be put 


to ſerve as Apprentices till 24 Years old, and be inſtructed 
in the Flax and Hemp- dreſſing, and other Branches of that 
Trade, or ſome other. | H | 


Having (as I propoſed) laid down Methods by which the 


2 Pariſh-Poor may be both regulated and ſupported, and by 
which Regulation we may hope Numbers of Cheats, Va- 
2 gabonds, and ſturdy Beggars in diſguiſes, will be obliged to 
2 vaniſh, and take to another Courte of Life; alſo encou- 
rage the providing for a part of our poor Youth of both 
2 Sexes to be taken as Apprentices, the which Methods are 
no in our Power to put into practice, and at a very little 
Expence, and no great Trouble; conſidering the charitable 


Work, the Benefit which immediately occurs is this, that we 
have acquitted ourſelves of a great part of our Duty, and re- 
lieved ourſelves from a great part of a Grievance, which daily 


What 
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What remains ef this Duty and good Work is. this : 
To find out proper Methods for ſupporting and employing 
all ſorts of Beggars that ſhall be found after we have provi- 
ded: for theſe Daa as before mentioned, (that is to 1 J all 
ſuch. as are not taken and badged as,Pariſh-Poor, not being 
qualified, nor the Pariſhes in a Condition to ſupport, them, 


nor that have any certain Places of Abade to retire to, but ſtill 3 
wander about. And the Remainder of the helpleſs Youth * 
of both Sexcs, whoſe Parents can't maintain them, or have 


wander'd from them. 
Theſe two Claſſes are thoſe whom I propoſe to be fupp 
ted, and employ'd in Work-houſes. And the ſooner 


under a Badge or ſome Regulation. There is not a County 


in the Kingdom, but either has in it (or might have) the Lin- 
nen · Manufactury in ſomg meaſure carrying on, unleſs it be 


their own Faults. For there is no County but may, if they 
pleaſe, find out proper and ſufficient Ground, for ſowing 


either Flax or Hemp, or both; and there is no County but 
has in it numbers of idle Hands that might be employ'd in 


the Work of preparing and ſpinning Varn. 


Equal Encouragement has been Siren to every County 
performing Contracts, 
by che Truſtees for promoting the Linnen-Manufactury, 
by which means, and the right Application of the Funds for 
that Service, ſeveral Linnen- Manufacturies have been ſet up, 
and the Trade greatly enlarged. Vaſt Quantities of Hemp * 
and Flax raiſed by the foreign Seed diſtributed, and what 
they are now upon, viz. Contracting with Undertakers in 
moſt Counties to ſow ten Acres or more, each with foreign 
Sced, to be given them gratis, they to continuethis ſowing * 


that has apply'd, and was capable o 


for three Y ears ſucceſſively. 


By which Undertakings vaſt Quantities of Flax and 
Hemp will be raiſed this very Seaſon, conſequently employ 


Numbers of Hands, in ordering and making it fit for 

Sale and Spinning. 
On chi fair Proſpect of Employment for the * 
Opꝰ 


Or- 
| | uch 
are provided, the ſooner they may be taken up and employ d, 
and when that is done, there will ſcarce be ſeen any Beggars 
in the Kingdom, publickly begging Alms, but what will be 
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this: oy” | ES 
loying hope every County will (as foon as they well cat) erect a 
provi- & Work-houſe, wherein none are already Built, an: the Work- 
ay), al! houſe be ſituated as near as may be to ſuch Part of the Coun- 
being ty as is Htted for raifing moſt Flax and Hemp, and Iten 
them, to carty on the Linnen-ManufaCtury. Let theſe Houſes go 
ut ſtil! by the Names of the Charity Mort-bouſ s. 
Louth Where Work- houſes are already built, and are jn ſuch or- 
r have der as to ſerve for the Purpoſe, that Charge will be ſaved. 
Let 2 Houſe of Correction (which need be but ſtmalſ) 
ppor- be built at a fmall Diſtance from each Work-houſe. 
ſuch Becauſe (as I am credibly informed) nothing has ſo much 
loyd, obſtructed the Country Peoples ſending their Children 
gears to learn to ſpin, or other Work, at the Work-houſe, or 
vill be F School, kept there, as its bearing the Name of a Bride well, 
ounty or Houſe of Correction, where Offenders are committed. 
e Lin- And ſince the Charity new Work- houſes may not only ferve 
it be to employ the Poor in, and inſtruct tlie Poor Vouth taken 
f rhey in as Apprentices, bit alſo inſtruct and employ the Country 
wing Peoples Children ſent there to learn, it is worth while to 
ty bur place 2 Houſe of Correction by itſelf, 
y'din MW Let there be ſeparate Maſters, the firſt for employing 
the able Poor and Yourh, pur Apprentices, together wit 
ounty 2 Spinning-School, and for inſtruction of neighbouring 
tracts, Children, giving out of Flax or Hemp to poor Women 
ctury, able to ſpin, and who are Badged, and have many poor 
ds for Children, paying ſuch for their Labour. The other for 
et up, the Reception and Correction of Vagabonds and ſturdy 
Jlemp Beggars, with other idle Perſons and Offenders; compel- 
what ling ſuch to beat Hemp and Flax, till diſcharged on their 
ers in giving Security or Satisfaction ro thoſe employ'd for that 
reign F © Purpoſe, to quit Begging, and alter their courle of Life. 
wing # Sturdy Offenders in the Charity Work-Houſe to be 
ſent here and corrected, and kept to hard Labour rill re- 
« and formed, and then returned. 
nploy# When the Houſes are built, they muſt alſo be furniſh'd | 
it for with Neceſſaries for Lodging and Feeding for ſome time, 
as well as with Materials tor working, it requiring ſome 
Dor, IF time ro mike the Hands capablg to bear their own Charge, 
hope © by their WorKx. | Se 
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effectual, by reaſon of the apprehenſion of Expence and 


But there is no manner of doubt, but the Owners of the at a 
Flax and Hemp raiſed in the County, will readily ſupply Ter 
the Maſters of ſuch Work-Houſes with Flax and Hemp to * 
be prepared fit for Sale, and Spinning, and pay them for Co! 
the Work, as they can have the like done, or ſell the Ma- Tu 
ſters the Flax or Hemp rough at an eaſy rate, giving them ſag 
time for Payment, until they have fitted it for Safe. Ch 

The Houſes being prepared as aforeſaid, then, and not thi 
ſocner, are we in a Condition to take up the remaining re 
two Claſſes of Poor not before provided for, as aforeſaid. an 
It is of great importance to have the Maſters of the F 
Work-Houles, ſuch as are well skill'd in the Linnen-Ma- me 
nufactury in all its parts, and Men of good Repute and Ce 
Subſtance, if it can be. Proper Regulations for the good ha 
Government of theſe Houſes will be neceſſary. th 

The Gentry of each County are the proper Perſons to 
concert theſe Matters; and will, I doubt not, reſolve in fe 
good earneſt to do it, taking Turns to be Inſpectors or ol 
Overſeers of theſe Houſes. | 3 g 

The Truſtees for promoting the Linnen-Manufactury, tl 
are very proper Perſons to be conſulted ; and if apply'd to, 8 
may adviſe how ſome good Maſters may be found, and 1 
what Rules are needful- to be obſerved, and I doubt not N 
but will give their Aſſiſtance otherwiſe towards ſo good a 1 
Work. 1 HH HEE P 

Theſe Charity Work-Houſes, if once ſet on Foot, and C 
under a regular Management, may very probably become 0 
worthy the Conſideration of Perſons charitably diſpoſed, 
to endow them, for they are like to be a kind of perpe- 
tual Hoſpitals for Relief of the Poor. | 

If after all I have offer'd, the Counties will not think fit 
to proceed on theſe Methods, nor fall into ſome other as : 

| 


Trouble, (tho! it would be but ſmall, and ſoon over I am 
trig! nor that ſome Aſſiſtance can be had from the 

ublick inſtead thereof, or ſome Means found out by better 
Heads than mine, to have the Work as effectually done, it 
mult drop of courſe, and the Poor increaſe upon us, till at 


Anus ac... fo 0 


ut we ſhall be brought under a Neceſſity of doing that 
1 . ac 
1 | 


[5] 
at a vaſt Expence, which may now be cotypaſſed on eaſy 
Terms. 1145 ag HB, #f op 1 
I believe moſt Gentlemen, who are Lovers of their 
Countty will agree with me in this, That if a Sum of 
Twenty Thouſand Pounds were ſpared out of the SurpluF 
ſage of the Revenues ariſing over and above the needful 


: Charge of the Eſtabliſhment, apply'd to the Redrels of 


this Grievance, that ſuch Application would be of far 
greater Service to the Kingdom, than its being apply d 
anch enpended out of irt. 2! arts Hart 

Certainly our Lord Lieutenant would not have recom- 


mended to Parliament the taking into Conſideration the N F 


Condition of the Poor, and by the K IN G's Command, 
had his Gr a E not been ready to give his Aſſent to what 
they ſhould agree upon as needful to be done for Relief. 


Yet it is moſt ſurprizing, to find ſome Gentlemen ſo ' 


fearful of a poor Bill, leſt it ſhould require the Aſſiſtance 
of a Supply to relieve our own Neceſſities; and yet {o 
generoue, 'as to part with that Supply. to gratify others. If 
this Propoſal of mine has the good Fortune to take Effect, 
or any ways be contributary to the ſetting forward the great 
and charitable Work; I thall, in proper Time, lay down 
Methods which, I am aſſured, will in great meaſure, put 
a ſtop to the Growth of a new Ser of Beggars; for, by 
preventing the Cauſes, the Effects mutt ceale ; ſuch as put- 
ting a ſtop to the extravagant Drunkenneſs of the ordi- 
nary fort of People, Labourers, Journeymen of all kinds, 
Carmen and ſuch like, who ſpend their daily Wages, and 
have not at the Week's end ſufficient left to -purchaſe a 
Loaf of Bread, to carry home to Wife and Children. 
Great part of this Evil is owing to their Employers, who 
either keep Ale-Houſes theralelves, or employ others to do 
it, and where they order Credit to be given their Work- 
men. 


The City of Briſtol found out this Miſchief, and pre- 


vented its proceeding, by obliging Maſters to pay, or al- 


low Credit to the Workman, for no more than was ſuf- 
ficient for his daily Subſiſtance, and at the Week's end to 
pay the Wife the remainder. 


Note, 


| 


. Tas 5 hn incipal: 
doncern Cities 1 T0 to: ſit 
up Work- Houſes, and furniſh my with M e 
Working with all. ition; becauſe, .aftor all, Pari 
Poor are Badged, theſe will be the chief Places 8 
"the ſtrolling Va and ſuch hike, will crowd ,,apd 
irake ſhelter, and; whilſt they can get: any ſort of Support, 
will not care to take another -counſe;: It will concern the 
0 | - Magiſtrates to confine theſe, or oblige them, to; retire; o 
ll + TrheiCountries whence they, came: The Gentlemen there 
| | © will the ſooner find themſelves obliged, for their own Quiet, 
1 * as well as out of Charity, to haſten their Work- Houſes, 
dor find ſome other as effectual Means to; eopley, ſuch, and 
Fall other ſorts, Which are not the hadged Poor, 
Great Complaints have been made of the Gbr 
14 ebene by the marching Gangs of Women, Children and 
F Yourh, Who {ally out from their own Homes; ſet their 
1 | Cows, or Goats, . for ſame; Months, 
"whilſt they follow che Harveſt · Labourers, ſome, of whom 
ire their Husbands, others pretended to, be {o; theſe are 
2 Burthen where- ever they come, pilfering and dealing a all 
Tu 1 can privately lay hands on. 
14 The Farmers cannot be without theſe Harveſt-Labou- 
M3 rer; who come from the remoteſt Parts of the Kingdom, 
do follow as the Harveſt ripens; but certainly, had the 
Youth of each County, been kept at home, and þred up 
Labourers, and other ſuch like Methods taken, the Hands 
of one County by this time might have aſſiſted the next, 
"and prevented in great meaſure this Evil. 
There is reaſon to believe that among theſe Gangs, num 
N bers of our preſent Va — and ſturdy Beggars, when 
obliged to retire from Cities and Towns, will melter them- 
ehe, and increaſe that Grievance. 
The Gentlemen of the Counties, who: Tenants. and 
AEſtaces ſuffer by this Miſchief, will, I doubt nor, for their 


1 1 own fakes, find our a Means 1 to PS; 2 * to it. 
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